WELFORD PARISH COUNCIL
CLERK TO THE PARISH COUNCIL – MR IAN KELLY

For the attention of:
Nisar Mogul
Senior Planning Officer (Daventry Area)
Economic Growth and Regeneration Team
West Northamptonshire Council
Lodge Road 
Daventry 
NN11 4FP

Dear Nisar,

Re: WND/2022/0633 Excavation of a slurry lagoon, Court Lane, Welford

Welford Parish Council Planning Committee met on Friday 23rd September 2022 to discuss the above application. I can advise you that there were also 25 residents present who had all attended the meeting for this item. 

The issues that had been identified by Councillors that were lacking in detail from the Planning Statement as below were read to the attendees:

1. A quantitative impact assessment of odour and ammonia together with a mitigation proposal
2. A safety audit in relation particularly to the adjacent public footpath, highway and village generally
3. Reference to Natural England in relation to the Four SSSI within the screening distance
4. A Landscape and Visual Impact assessment with appropriate mitigation proposals
5. A consultation response from Environment Agency especially regarding covering of the lagoon and operational procedures to mitigate odour and noxious gases

The reply that was received from GP Planning Ltd received on the 23rd September 2022 and copied to you was read out.



A number of issues were raised by residents and Councillors which leads Welford Parish Council to strongly object and oppose the planning application for the following reasons.

Odour

The first concern are the odours released from the lagoon. The GP Planning letter stated the following:

While the proposals do not currently make provision for a cover, the Applicant is content to make provision for a cover in accordance with any advice received from the Environment Agency. It should be noted that similar sized and engineered lagoons 400m from a protected property would be permitted development and could be built without any such controls. 
The Environment Agency’s formal response is awaited and any requirements will be incorporated into the proposed development.

The concern is that as slurry gas includes methane, carbon monoxide, ammonia and hydrogen sulphide they will be a risk to human and animal health. An unsuitable cover will continue to allow flies and other flying insects to increase as some residents in nearby houses are affected by these already. 

There are at least 20 properties within the defined zone of 400m and many others within another 100m of this zone. The prevailing wind as indicated by the Met Office is south westerly, and as a guide they state that ‘the annual wind rose for Birmingham airport (Elmdon) is typical of open, level locations across the region, with a prevailing south-westerly wind direction through the year.’ Therefore large swathes of the village will be affected by these winds and especially those coming from the direction of the lagoon including the village Sports Field.

Preventative covers need to be both secure in keeping children out and noxious smells in. With an unsuitable fence this will not keep children out which is the primary concern as we know children like to explore. The secondary effect of flies is most unpleasant especially if we are to have warmer summers and need to keep doors and windows open to vent homes. 

Furthermore, summer sports and events will be affected on the Sports Field, located approximately 200m of the site, by smell and flying insects which would result in a significant impact on this key local amenity highlighted in the Neighbourhood plan. The village accepts that being a rural village there will be times when rural smells occur, but these should be managed and not detrimental to health and well-being or impact amenities within the area.

The HSE briefing sheet states the following:

If you are planning to build a new slurry storage facility, aim for a slurry storage system designed to operate without the need to enter any part of it at any time.

Therefore the application is incomplete in that the requirement to have a cover is incomplete and not stated as to what it will be, how effective in keeping smells in and compliant with any requirements of HSE especially in light of the above. 

There is widespread evidence that continued exposure to the gases emitted from such a facility has a material impact on the health of nearby residents particularly those with other conditions and could in certain circumstances contribute to death.

WNC Planning Policy

As the application involves large volumes of slurry handling and storage giving rise to environmental, safety and health issues the chosen site and method of storage does not conform to the requirements of NPPF paragraph 119: 

‘Planning decisions should promote an effective use of land while safeguarding and improving the environment and ensuring safe and healthy living conditions’

The safeguarding requirement is repeated in the Daventry Pt. 2 Local Plan in Policy RA 6 Open Countryside:

‘Development for agriculture that is justified and of an appropriate scale for its location and has no significant impacts on its character, beauty and tranquillity’

Which is re-emphasised in the WNJCS Policy R2: 

‘Proposals which sustain and enhance the rural economy by safeguarding jobs and business will be supported where of an appropriate scale for their location, respect environmental quality and character of the rural area and protect the best and most versatile agricultural land.’

So, apart from the safeguarding issues contained in the above policies, evidence has to be submitted regarding the status of the land. 

It is known to be grade 3, but this grade is sub-divided into 3a, Versatile or 3b, of lesser versatility, an independent analysis is required to establish which sub-grade exists.

· Grade 3: Good to Moderate Quality Land
This land has moderate limitations that affect the choice of crops to be grown, timing and type of cultivation, harvesting or yield. The yield of more demanding crops grown on this land is generally lower or more variable than on Grade 1 and 2.  
· Subgrade 3a: Good Quality Agricultural Land
This is land that is capable of consistently producing moderate to high yields of a narrow range of arable crops (e.g. cereals) or moderate yields of a wide range of crops (e.g. cereals, grass, oilseed rape, potatoes, sugar beet and less demanding horticultural crops).
· Subgrade 3b: Moderate Quality Agricultural Land
This land is capable of producing moderate yields of a narrow range of crops (mainly cereals and grass) or lower yields of a wider range of crops, or high yields of grass (for grazing/harvesting).

We would like to know if the land being developed would otherwise be used for other agricultural benefits. We also assume the land to be of grade 3a as the surrounding fields are or have been used for arable crops. If the land is grade 3a then the proposed location will result in the loss of good quality agricultural land and a more appropriate site of lower agricultural grade should be used.

The proposal breaches Policy W5 of the Welford Neighbourhood Plan - Conserving and enhancing Local Landscape Character and Biodiversity, as it will have a significant impact, when constructed and secure fencing is erected, on the character of this specific area. The development will have a detrimental impact on the visual amenity of the area as well as odours impacting the enjoyment of the right of way running along the edge of the site. This will discourage visitors from using the right of way and have a negative impact on tourism income to the village. Tourism income is highlighted in the village Neighbourhood plan (Policy W11).

Fencing/Security

The fence that has been proposed is insufficient in deterring children from climbing into the lagoon. The Health and Safety Executive has a detailed paper on this matter, which is attached below, the salient points we would expect as a result of the HSE paper are:

· have been designed to deter access and are properly erected and maintained; 
· are constructed of suitable material, such as small mesh wire fencing or sheet material which do not offer hand or footholds, particularly for children; 
· have an overall minimum height of at least 1.3 m (see Figure 1), including at least two strands of barbed wire spaced 100 to 150 mm apart at the top; 
· a maximum distance of 2.75m between supporting posts rather than the 4m spacing shown in the submitted plan
· will not be pushed up from the bottom by stock. Two strands of barbed wire at the bottom will help prevent this.



As has been acknowledged, the lagoon  runs within a few metres of a public footpath, DU/011. It is also about 200m from Welford Sports Field which is used by both local school children from the Primary school and pre-school children for sports activities as well as youth and adult sports teams who use it year-round for various activities.

The location of the site within 400m of the boundary of the village, close to a public highway and adjacent to a public right of way also makes the location highly accessible to children and therefore significantly increases the risk associated with locating a slurry lagoon at this location, noting the comments by HSE that drowning in slurry lagoons and other similar areas
has resulted in many fatal incidents, with children being particularly at risk.

Traffic and waste management

Furthermore, the Council is concerned with the suggestion that ‘similar sized and engineered lagoons 400m from a protected property would be permitted development and could be built without any such controls’. The Council takes issue that this could in any way be considered a permitted development and as suggested in the next paragraphs will be on a more industrial scale.

At a recent planning meeting one of the applicants spoke to Councillors after the meeting and indicated that the lagoon would only be used for slurry produced on site. Yet, in the letter from GP Planning it stated 

‘As well as providing a facility for these units, there is capacity in the proposed lagoon to accommodate slurry from the Applicant’s wider land holdings. Overall, the total land farmed is around 1000 hectares, with pig rearing on a further two units.’ 

If that is the case, this then becomes akin to a waste management site. The village will see increased traffic through an already busy High Street which is narrow in places and has numerous parked vehicles. If the High Street becomes impassable, the remaining village streets have a weight limit of 7.5 tons and any diversion would take the slurry lorries past a school and children’s playground.

[bookmark: _Hlk115091990]Within the Planning Statement and GP Planning letter, there is no mention of traffic movements and the likely number of vehicles. The site also has restricted highway visibility to the east of the exit from the site due to a gate and high wooden fence, belonging to a strip of land adjacent to the highway, which is not part of this site or application. Court Lane is subject to the national speed limit of 60mph, it is not an ‘A’ or ‘B’ class road and not as wide as one of these roads and is unlit by street lighting.

The Parish Council also notes the comment from GP Planning ‘similar sized and engineered lagoons 400m from a protected property would be permitted development and could be built without any such controls’ which is not correct as the local Planning Authority can exercise their power of approval as to the siting of the excavation.

Other issues

The application does not consider any alternative form of storage such as slurry tanks (either above or below ground) which could be incorporated into the existing pig farm site. There is also no assessment of the current approach to collecting slurry from the pig pens and whether enhancements could significantly reduce the amount of slurry produced by reducing the amount of rain water that becomes contaminated by the slurry produced on the site.

There are also outstanding matters that GP Planning have indicated in their letter that need to be seen and reviewed before any decision should be made:

	• Environmental Protection Team - recommends a suite of planning conditions.
• Archaeology – recommends a condition.
• Conservation – no specific concerns but highlights opportunity for targeted planting (addressed above).
• Ecology - our ecologist is currently looking at the matters raised and will respond on the matter shortly.
• Highways – we can confirm that the proposal is unlikely to lead to a significant increase in vehicle movements in and out of the access.
• Responses from Natural England and the EA are awaited

Finally, in relation to two questions answered in the application, we have concerns as to the answers given based on the above issues.

Hazardous Substances Does the proposal involve the use or storage of Hazardous Substances?   They answered "no". It would appear that agricultural slurry is considered to be a hazardous substance.

Site Visit Can the site be seen from a public road, public footpath, bridleway or other public land? They answered "no". This is not true as it can be seen from the nearby public footpaths.

Summary

Welford Parish Council has considered the concerns of residents and also using the knowledge and experience of the Councillors. The position of Welford Parish Council is that they strongly oppose the proposed slurry lagoon. The Parish Council recognises that there is a need for slurry from the pig farm to be stored and be used on the land, however there are other solutions that could be considered that would be more acceptable and environmentally suitable that would address these issues

Yours sincerely


Ian Kelly
Clerk to Welford Parish Council
Email: clerk@welfordvillage.org.uk 

26th September 2022

www.welfordvillage.org.uk 
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Managing slurry on farms

HSE Information Sheet

Introduction

Incidents involving slurry occur regularly on farms in
Great Britain. These incidents include people, not just
farmers, being overcome by toxic gases, drowning
as a result of a fall into slurry or liquid stores, or being
injured from the collapse of structures containing
slurry. This information sheet gives guidance on the
precautions required to prevent these incidents,
including practical advice on:

B avoiding exposure to slurry gases;

B standards of fencing etc needed to deter access
by unauthorised people — particularly children — into
areas used for storing slurry, other effluent, or water
on farms;

B preventing vehicles entering slurry storage areas at
scraping points;

B assessing the structural integrity of above-ground
slurry storage facilities.

Slurry gases can and do cause deaths -
remember this could happen to you.

Slurry gases

Slurry is broken down by bacterial action which
produces gases. Slurry gas includes methane, carbon
monoxide, ammonia and hydrogen sulphide, all of
which can create a risk to human and animal health.
Some gases are flammable, others are toxic and
some will displace oxygen from the air, causing a

risk of asphyxiation. Hydrogen sulphide can cause
nausea, disorientation, unconsciousness or death. Any
precautions taken to minimise exposure to hydrogen
sulphide will help protect you from the effects of the
other gases which might be present.

Avoiding exposure to slurry gases

Slurry gases are always present where slurry is stored.
They are held within slurry in a similar way gases are
contained in fizzy drinks. When they are disturbed, for
instance by using an agitator or a pump or emptying a
store, the slurry will release higher levels of gas in the

Agriculture Information Sheet No 9 (Revision 2)

right conditions. Each time you disturb the slurry, more
gas will be released; gas may also be released much
further up the storage system than where you are
working, potentially exposing other people to harm.

Generation of slurry gases is spasmodic and
unpredictable. Agitation of the slurry, for example to
make pumping easier, can greatly increase the rate
at which gas is given off, and suddenly release high
concentrations of hydrogen sulphide,

Although at low levels hydrogen sulphide gives off a
smell of rotten eggs, at high concentrations you cannot
smell it and a fatal exposure can happen extremely
quickly and without warning. It is heavier than air and
will collect in poorly ventilated areas, possibly even

in sheltered areas outdoors, as well as in enclosed
spaces such as farm buildings, storage tanks, slurry
pits and towers. Gas can be present for some time
after being released from slurry — remember to leave
the area ventilated for at least 30 minutes before you
re-enter buildings or a workplace.

If you add other substances to slurry, such as silage
effluent, or if gypsum, including plasterboard waste,
comes into contact with slurry, it is likely that larger
amounts of slurry gases will be released or the gas will
be released more rapidly.

HSE recommends that gypsum products should not
be used in animal bedding systems where bedding
material might be scraped into slurry storage. Doing
this increases the risk in an already potentially fatal
situation.

Remember hydrogen sulphide is corrosive to metal;

if you are considering slurry as feedstock for your
anaerobic digester consider the effects of the addition
of these substances and adjust your inspection and
maintenance schedules accordingly.

Safety precautions

If you are going to mix, pump or disturb slurry in
any way remember slurry gases, including hydrogen
sulphide, will be released.

1 of 5 pages





Always assume the gases will be released in high
concentrations — never assume the gas levels will
be safe for either humans or animals. Before starting
work plan the job, assess the risks and decide on
appropriate precautions to work safely. Make sure:

B you choose to work on a breezy day or have some
other effective method of safely venting slurry gas
away from the working area;

B everyone on the farm knows what you are doing
and understands the dangers — take action to
inform and protect those at risk, eg other workers,
family members (including children), contractors or
delivery drivers. Suitable warning signs can help;

B you have moved your livestock out of slatted
buildings or buildings incorporating slurry storage
facilities;

B you have checked no one is present in buildings
connected to the slurry storage system;

B when the mixer is running, that you and others do not
stand over mixing points, reception pits or other areas
where gas may be emitted such as slats, even if they
are outdoors. Cover mixing points and reception pits
in case someone is overcome and falls in;

B you avoid creating naked flames, for example
during welding, or by lighting a cigarette, as some
slurry gases are flammable and may ignite causing
a fire or explosion;

B you never enter a slurry tank or slurry storage
system unless you are equipped, trained and
competent to use air-fed respiratory protective
equipment (RPE), specifically breathing apparatus.
This must be suitable for the job, correctly fitted on
the wearer, properly maintained and have its own
clean air supply. Those using breathing apparatus
should have a high level of specialised training;

B anyone who has to enter any part of a slurry
storage system, such as a tank, pit or chamber,
should wear a harness and lifeline. There should be
a well planned and rehearsed emergency procedure
to enable rescue of anyone unable to vacate the
area unaided. Unless you can provide this high level
of training, equipment and competence, this is a job
for specialist contractors.

Gas monitoring and detection equipment

Gas monitors and detectors should not be used as
the only means of providing an adequate level of
safety in order to protect you from exposure to slurry
gases, particularly hydrogen sulphide. Slurry gases are
produced at fatal concentrations very quickly, often
before a monitor could react. Gas detection systems
also require expert maintenance, calibration and
storage. The priority should always be to identify areas
where slurry gases may be present and keep people
away from these areas during mixing and for as long
as possible afterwards.
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Be gas aware

Many of the fatal accidents due to slurry gases involve
multiple fatalities as rescuers are overcome as well.
Key points to remember include:

B if someone is overcome try and get them away
from the possible source of the exposure without
endangering yourself;

B get help as quickly as possible, advising rescue
services of the circumstances, so that they can
bring the right equipment to protect themselves
from any risk;

B if safe to do so, stop the pump or agitator.

If you are planning to build a new slurry storage
facility, aim for a slurry storage system designed to
operate without the need to enter any part of it at
any time. Use pumps which can be easily removed if
they become blocked to reduce the need for entry,
eg removal remotely by mechanical means. Buildings
above slatted storage areas must be adequately
ventilated. Consider installing an aerator which
disperses slurry gases slowly and safely.

See ‘Further reading’ for information on working in
confined spaces.

Fencing of slurry lagoons and similar
areas

Throughout the rest of this information sheet, areas
such as lagoons, pits, tanks, weeping wall stores,
blind ditches, sheep dips and man-made irrigation
reservoirs are called ‘stores’.

Perimeter protection

Drowning in slurry lagoons and other similar areas
has resulted in many fatal incidents. Children and
the drivers of scraper tractors are particularly at risk.
Simple precautions, such as surrounding these areas
with child-deterrent fencing, gates or covers, or
providing a tractor stop barrier on the scraping ramp,
will help to control risks on most farms.

Steps should be taken to prevent unauthorised
people, such as children, and livestock from accessing
the store itself, for instance by surrounding the
perimeter by a wall or fence. Access points such

as gates or apertures for suction pipes should be
protected to the same standard as the remainder of
the fence or wall. You may wish to completely cover
below-ground stores such as reception tanks or sheep
dips when they are not in use (see ‘Below-ground
stores’ below).
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Check that fences:

B have been designed to deter access and are
properly erected and maintained;

B are constructed of suitable material, such as small-
mesh wire fencing or sheet material which do not
offer hand or footholds, particularly for children;

B have an overall minimum height of at least 1.3 m
(see Figure 1), including at least two strands of
barbed wire spaced 100 to 150 mm apart at the
top;

B will not be pushed up from the bottom by stock.
Two strands of barbed wire at the bottom will help
prevent this.

2.75 m maximum
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If your store includes a scraping ramp, consider
whether it is best in your circumstances to:

B extend the fencing to the bottom of the ramp and
provide a sheeted gate across the ramp at that
point; or

B provide swinging flaps attached to the tractor
stop rail. These provide good protection if they are
properly designed, constructed and maintained.

)+

Figure 1

Check that access points such as gates and scraping
points:

B provide a standard of deterrence equal to that
provided by the fence if erected to the standard
described above. For gates, this may be achieved
by fitting metal sheeting or cladding to the outside
S0 it is virtually impossible for children to climb
them;

B are topped by two strands of barbed wire;

B are designed to prevent unauthorised opening.
This could involve using a chains and padlocks,
fitting latches designed so that children will be
unable to open them, eg placed on the inside of
the gate, or otherwise protecting against opening
to an equivalent standard.

Below-ground stores

If you decide to use a cover to protect your below-
ground store, check that:

B the cover can withstand any foreseeable traffic
loads, eg cattle, humans or a tractor;

B there are no any gaps greater than 75 mm, eg
between slats or mesh or alongside pumps;

B extraction pipes cannot fall into the pit. Consider
securing them in position;

B there are suitable ‘no access for unauthorised
persons’ prohibitory signs on, or close to, covers.

If covers have removable sections, check that they
are:

B large enough to allow access for rescue purposes
— bear in mind that this may need to accommodate
a person wearing breathing apparatus;

B hinged or otherwise attached so that they will not
fall into the store;

W closed or replaced when access is not needed,;

B heavy enough to prevent children from opening
them, or fitted with a padlock or other locking
device.
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Maintenance
Your precautions should normally include:

B checking the integrity, including the tension, of the
fencing and gates regularly;

B checking the bottom of the gate and fence to
ensure there are no gaps through which a child
might crawl;

B checking that any fitted swinging flaps are still in
good condition and securely attached;

B Kkeeping gates securely closed with the child-
resistant latch or lock in use except during scraping
or emptying;

B not stacking materials against any fence, wall or
above-ground storage tank in such a way that they
provide a means of climbing over it;

B not leaning equipment such as a stirrer on a wire
mesh fence so it deforms and offers easy access;

B removing ladders giving access to storage tanks
when not in use.

Scraping points and ramps

If you scrape manure over a ramp into the lagoon

or pit, your ramp will normally need a barrier to stop
tractors or other vehicles used for scraping slurry from
passing over the end. Check:

B whether your barrier is suitable. Suitable barriers,
for a tractor of about 1 tonne weight and travelling
at slow speed, would comprise vertical uprights
of 150 mm x 75 mm rolled steel channel, with a
horizontal barrier of similar material and size. If you
use heavier vehicles you should consider what
construction specification would be appropriate;

B the position of horizontal sections. Normally, they
would be at a height to coincide with the top third
of the rear tyres of the tractor normally used for
scraping;

B the security of uprights, particularly whether they
are connected to the ramp reinforcement by, for
instance, long mild steel fishtailed plates welded to
each upright. Avoid fixing uprights at the end of the
ramp as they may break it away if hit by the tractor.

Materials other than steel and concrete are not likely
to be strong enough or offer enough resilience to be
suitable.

Detailed advice on constructing ramps etc is available
from various agricultural advisory services.
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Maintenance of slurry storage towers

Catastrophic collapse of both concrete and metal
slurry towers have occurred both on farms and within
the slurry storage facilities for anaerobic digesters.
These can be avoided by planned maintenance of the
plant and monitoring its condition.

Indications that your slurry tower needs replacement
or repairs include:

leaks;

bowing or cracking to the outer skin;

deterioration around joints;

spalling or flaking of the concrete layer of a tower,
caused by corrosion of the metal reinforcing

bars. This may also show as rust staining on the
concrete surface;

B corrosion on either on the surface or the underside
of concrete slats and concrete covers to pits.

These are symptoms of a tower or slurry system in
need of specialist attention. Contact the manufacturer,
installer or a competent, experienced professional for
advice.

Maintenance or inspection of slurry storage systems
which involve exposure to slurry gases, eg by the
removal of inspection pit covers or lids/membranes,
should only be undertaken if you are wearing correctly
fitted RPE as described above.

Never work alone on the maintenance of slurry
systems.

Work on valves and pipework may lead to an
inadvertent spillage of slurry which could result in
exposure to slurry gases including hydrogen sulphide.
You should ensure, wherever possible, that routine
maintenance work is undertaken when the plant is
empty of slurry, preferably after it has been washed
through to ensure it is as clean as possible.

All work, including emergency work, must be planned
carefully using the correct equipment, including
appropriate RPE and trained, experienced workers.

If you cannot ensure a high level of training,
supervision of workers and a robust emergency
plan you should leave this work to specialist
contractors.
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Further reading

Confined spaces: A brief guide to working safely
Leaflet INDG258(rev1) HSE Books 2013
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/indg258.pdf

BS 5502-50:1993 + A2:2010 Buildings and structures
for agriculture — Part 50: Code of practice for design,
construction and use of storage tanks and reception
pits for livestock slurry British Standards Institution

PHO06265 (626) The Influence of gypsum in animal
slurry systems on the generation of hydrogen sulphide —
Research report from Health & Safety Laboratory (HSL)
www.hse.gov.uk/research/rrpdf/rr1041.pdf

Storing silage, slurry and agricultural fuel oil
www.gov.uk/storing-silage-slurry-and-agricultural-fuel-oil

Further information

For information about health and safety, or to report
inconsistencies or inaccuracies in this guidance, visit
www.hse.gov.uk/. You can view HSE guidance online
and order priced publications from the website. HSE
priced publications are also available from bookshops.

This guidance is issued by the Health and Safety
Executive. Following the guidance is not compulsory,
unless specifically stated, and you are free to take
other action. But if you do follow the guidance you
will normally be doing enough to comply with the
law. Health and safety inspectors seek to secure
compliance with the law and may refer to this
guidance.

This publication is available at
www.hse.gov.uk/pubns/ais9.pdf.

© Crown copyright If you wish to reuse this

information visit www.hse.gov.uk/copyright.htm for
details. First published 07/15.

Published by the Health and Safety Executive AlS9(rev2)

07/15
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GP Planning repsonse to Council questions.pdf
GP PLANNING LTD
)

Ref: W001-19

23" September 2022

Mr lan Kelly

Clerk to Welford Parish Council
6 The Leys

Welford

NN6 6HS

Dear Mr Kelly

WND/2022/0633 — LAND TO NORTH OF COURT LANE, SLURRY LAGOON, WELFORD

| refer to the above referenced planning application and our telephone conversation last night. As promised, | set
out below a preliminary response to a number of matters raised by the Parish Council as well as providing an
update on additional work being carried out.

Safety, Security, Fencing and Landscape Mitigation

The proposed lagoon is located on private land within the farm holding, noting that a public right of way exists
across the field to the east.

The lagoon is designed with safety in mind and incorporates a 2m high wire mesh fence around the perimeter, as
shown on drawing GPP/WWM/WEL/22/04 Revision 1 (accompanying the application).

The Applicants will incorporate an appropriate, targeted landscape planting scheme to minimise views to the
lagoon.

Odour Management and Assessment

While the proposals do not currently make provision for a cover, the Applicant is content to make provision for a
cover in accordance with any advice received from the Environment Agency. It should be noted that similar sized
and engineered lagoons 400m from a protected property would be permitted development and could be built
without any such controls.

The Environment Agency’s formal response is awaited and any requirements will be incorporated into the
proposed development.

Mr Christian Smith DipTP MRTPI MCMI GP Planning Ltd
Miss Maureen Darrie BSc (Hons) MRTPI iCon Environmental Innovation Centre e Eastern Way e Daventry

Northamptonshire « NN11 0QB « 01604 771123
www.gpplanning.co.uk






Farm Units

As stated in the Planning Statement, the proposed lagoon would be located to the east of the existing pig farm.
The slurry would be piped directly from the pig units to the lagoon.

As well as providing a facility for these units, there is capacity in the proposed lagoon to accommodate slurry from
the Applicant’s wider land holdings. Overall, the total land farmed is around 1000 hectares, with pig rearing on a
further two units.

Planning Statement

Please note that the Planning Statement erroneously refers to the Harborough Local Plan (paragraph 3.1.2).
However, paragraph 3.1.3 correctly refers to the development plan with the rest of Section 3 correctly identifies
the relevant policies.

Additional Information

We note the consultation responses received and briefly comment as follows, with a full comprehensive response
to follow):

e Environmental Protection Team - recommends a suite of planning conditions.

e Archaeology — recommends a condition.

e Conservation — no specific concerns but highlights opportunity for targeted planting (addressed above).

e Ecology - our ecologist is currently looking at the matters raised and will respond on the matter shortly.

e Highways — we can confirm that the proposal is unlikely to lead to a significant increase in vehicle
movements in and out of the access.

e Responses from Natural England and the EA are awaited.

| trust this assists in clarifying some matters while | prepare and collate additional information.

Yours sincerely

(——

Maureen Darrie
Director

Cc

Planning Department (Daventry Area)
Growth, Climate & Regeneration
Place & Growth Directorate

West Northamptonshire Council
Lodge Road

Daventry

NN11 4FP

FAO Nisar Mogul
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nce to Natural England in relation to the Four SSSI within the screening distance


 


4. A Landscape and Visual Impact assessment with appropriate mitigation proposals


 


5. A consultation response from Environment Agency especially regard


ing


 


covering 


of 


the 


lagoon and operational procedures to mitigate odour and noxious gases


 


 


The reply that was received from


 


GP Planning Ltd received on the 23


rd


 


September 2022 and 


copied to you was read out.


 


 


GP Planning 


repsonse to Council questions.pdf


 


A number 


of 


issues were raised by residents and Councillors which leads Welford Parish Council 


to strongly object and oppose the planning application for the following reasons.


 


 


Odour


 


 


The 


first


 


concern 


are


 


the odours released from the lagoon. The GP Planning letter s


tated the 


following:


 


 


While the proposals do not currently make provision for a cover, the Applicant is content to 


make provision for a cover in accordance with any advice received from the Environment 


Agency. It should be noted that similar sized and engi


neered lagoons 400m from a protected 


property would be permitted development and could be built without any such controls. 
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